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Board of Directors  

Rev. Mark Stauffer  

Linda Dameron  

Susan Hewman  

Neta Roush  

Patricia Talley  

Nancy Plummer  

Tina Marquart  

Maria Madariaga  

Linda Neff  

Michael Vincent  

AHH Staff  

Ashley Boone  

Kathleen DeRouen, co -director  

Brian DeRouen, co -director  

Flight Information 

Raleigh County Memorial  

Beckley, WV  

www.flybeckley.com  

 

Greenbrier Valley  

Lewisburg, WV  
www.gvairport.com  

Amtrak Information 

www.amtrak.com  

Amtrak stops in Alderson, WV  

ONLY Sundays, Wednesdays,  
and Fridays  

From Chicago, eastbound: Train #50  

From New York, westbound: Train #51  

Who is AHH?  

We offer a warm welcome and support to 

visitors at the womenõs FPC in Alderson. 

We offer meals, transportation, and sleep-

ing accommodations to our guests. Itõs a 

place in town where visitors can freshen 

up before or after visiting; where they can 
rest, talk, and feel supported.  
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In 1985, the year I was born, Bob and Vita 

Shively were running the Hospitality 

House.  Iõve never met them, but I am 

thankful for the work they did in the same 

way I am thankful for Maggie, Dick and 

Kathi for the work they put in to start this 
beautiful ministry.   

       This fantastic 100+ year -old house 

has only been my home for little over a 

month, and Iõve had the chance to meet a 

handful of guests, but I already know it 

is where I am meant to be right now.  

       For the past two years Iõve served 

as an Americorps VISTA up at Bethle-

hem Farm, just fifteen minutes away.  

There I led volunteers on home repair 

projects in the local community, 

learned about sustainable living, grew 

in my faith and welcomed Micah Henri 

into the world with Brian and       
Kathleen when they also lived at the 

Farm.   

       One of the favorite jobs I inherited was 

working on the Farmõs newsletter and public 

relations.  Reaching out into the community 

was difficult sometimes as most folks 

around here know it by its previous name, 

John Filligar Catholic Worker Farm.  Iõve  

heard bits and 

pieces of what life was like back in the 

òold days,ó but never enough to truly satisfy 

my curiosity.  It, therefore, came as a sur-

prise to me that I would learn...  

Then and Now 

Cont on pg 2  

By Ashley  
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more about my previous residence from 

working at my new one.  

       Kathleen and I are teaming up to share 

our quarterly doings through the newsletter. 

We thought it might be fun to gain some in-

spiration from an old cardboard òtreasure 
chestó box that has seemingly lived in the 

office for decades.   

       Inside the box  I found 33 years of 

newsletters, dating back to the first hand-

written/ typewriter copy from February 

1977.        

       We have all enjoyed reading past issues 

of Judgment , which became The Trumpet  

in 1981.  To honor the decades of work, love 

and challenge that has graced the grand 

staircases of this house we have 

decided to rethink the 

design,  

 

 

content and message of the newsletter.  The 

goal is to hopefully pull the best ideas from 

each person who has graciously spent time 

editing its pages.  

       As Iõve poured over countless articles on 
nuclear disarmament and years of òHouse 

Notes,ó as they first appeared, the things 

that always stay the same have struck me 

most deeply ñfresh produce from the garden, 

new faces willing to lend a hand, children 

drawing pictures, meals shared, people 

wanting to talk about issues of injustice, 

and wish lists containing bed sheets and 

toilet paper. The June 1985 Judgment 

was short.  It was comprised mainly of 

òHouse Notesó penned by Vita.  Near the 

end it read, òThanks to Michael Kirwan 

and the folks at John Filligar Catholic 

Worker Farm for donations of food and 
for sharing their copies of the Wash-

ington Post.ó  I am delighted to be 

here, 25 years later, having recently 

moved from the community now set-

tled at the former òWorker Farmó to 

share my gifts and talents.  My time 

in West Virginia has shown me that 

when you slow down long enough 

you can see love as it flows.  Some 

things never change, and never should.  

 

Then and Now continued 
Ashley and her 

newsletters.  
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House Notes continued 

in Boston, MA. Pat  Talley (board member) 

and her family, Tina Marquart (board mem-

ber), Kevin Johnson and Renee Hemmelgarn 

(local community friends), we would not 

have enjoyed ourselves if we didnõt know 

that the house was well taken care of in 
your hands. While we were celebrating the 

union of two great people, we were com-

forted to know that many families were able 

to reunite with loved ones in a special way 

for family day.  

       Speaking of reuniting families, our  lit-

tle family was able to reunite with our pet, 

Laurence E Hawking de Rouen y Ponderosa 

(Larry for short) thanks to the Alderson City 

Council. Larry is our 4 -year -old potbellied 

pig, and he had to get special permission 

from the city to live in the backyard. Potbel-

lied pigs are often mistaken as livestock, 

but really they are 
much smarter than 

dogs, cats, and other 

pets. He has enjoyed 

performing his tricks 

for many of the guests, 

and we have loved hav-

ing our son living with us again.  

       In addition to welcoming Larry to the 

Hospitality House this summer, Ashley  

moved in at the beginning of August. She is 

doing great work, and we look forward to all 

sheõll do this year during her time with us. 

One of Ashleyõs unassigned jobs has becom-

ing spotting leaks at the house. A few weeks 
ago, we had a horrible plumbing day where 

we found three leaks. They say things come 

in threes, so weõre hoping thatõs the end of 

our plumbing issues for a while.  

       July held some exciting events for AHH. 

Brian, Micah, Micahõs Nana, and I attended 

the 4 th  of July parade here in town. We 

cheered passionately when the two trucks of 

FPC firefighters drove by. The next day we 

found out that some of the women on the  

truck have loved ones that stay with us! 

Later that month we welcomed the Alderson 

FPC Community Relations board here at the 

house for a tour. We also had a successful 

and enjoyable board meeting in July. At this 

meeting, however, we realized there is a lot 
that needs to be done at AHH, Inc., so the 

board is working hard by adding new board 

members (welcome Tina Marquart and Maria 

Madariaga), forming and participating in new 

committees, increasing the number of meet-

ings, and is looking to grow the board.  

       Our garden is growing nicely thanks to 

all the help from Anne Brown and Mark 

Porterfield (local community friends) who 

plowed the little garden for me and gave me 

lots of advice on what to plant. This was my 

first garden, and I had no idea what I was 

doing. I really enjoyed myself, and we got 

some vegetables and herbs, too!  
       Overall, it has been a great summer. Itõs 

not over yet, though; and we plan to take full 

advantage of the good weather before the cold 

winter sets in. Thereõs more garden work to 

do, more bike rides to take, and talk of Mi-

cahõs first camping trip. There are more 

guests to be welcomed and meals to grill, and 

Iõm sure weõll need lots more help from our 

new and old friends. Weõve heard there used 

to be a lot of community members who came 

and volunteered on a regular basis. Weõd love 

to have you back, if youõre still willing. Just 

give us a call.  


